Medical students' attitudes toward AIDS, homosexual, and intravenous drug-abusing patients: a re-evaluation in New York City.
After completing their clinical rotations, 69% of the third-year medical school class at Columbia University responded to a survey based on one originally used by Kelly et al. at the University of Mississippi, to determine their attitudes toward acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) patients, homosexual men, and intravenous drug abusers (IVDAs). Results of this study were compared to the findings of Kelly et al. to determine how, if at all, geographic and environmental exposures affected student attitudes. Unlike the University of Mississippi students, who exhibited a highly negative and prejudiced view of homosexuals and patients with AIDS, Columbia students displayed no evidence of negative attitude toward homosexuals and a much less harsh judgment of AIDS patients. They, however, did have dramatically negative attitudes toward IVDAs; 78.4% stated that they strongly disliked and would avoid this group of patients. There is a complex multi-variable environmental effect on students' attitudes during medical school. It is not possible to generalize attitudes from one medical school to another. The necessity of incorporating activities into student education to evaluate and to reduce prejudice is discussed.